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to get it boycotted, and to get khadi manufactured.  I do wish that
they may understand that swadeshi means everything,

The Hindu, 15-10-1921

202.    TO WOMEN
[October 2, 1921}
DEAR SISTERS,
I have been thinking all this time about the kind of message
I should send to you on my birthday, which falls today. What
interest can our sisters have in my birthday? What is the reason
that they know me? Pondering on this question, I feel that they
do so because they recognize my love for them. They know that
I value their honour and that I have shown the best means of safe-
guarding it. This means is swadeshi. In following swadeshi, women
can do much more than men. When, in the past, the daughters
of India spun and clothed themselves and others, India may have
been poor but she was not as abject as she is today. It is plain to
me that today the women in the country are unable to preserve
their virtue as they could do in the old days. I, therefore, once
again put before them the same idea.
All women should devote at least one hour daily to spinning*
Realizing that simplicity is dharma, women should regard them-
selves adorned through it, regard as sacred whatever quality of
cloth is produced from yarn spun by girls and wear such cloth
for the purpose of covering their bodies.
I see, too, and I want women as well to see, that this is the
only way to win swaraj.
The best way to show our regard and affection for a person
is to follow his example.
My aim in everything which I ask my countrymen to do is
to revive the satyqyuga1.
Our first task in the country is to educate women. Education
will help them to safeguard their virtue. For doing this what we
require is not much erudition but strength of character.
The love you have shown me today encourages me to ask you
to show love of another kind by resolving to bring back the satya-
yuga. India is certainly capable of defending herself. If we decide
to use exclusively cloth made in India we shall in a very short time
1 The age of truth